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Camp Maple Leaf is a not-for-profit  
sleepover camp for children of Canadian 
military families and children who share 

similar life challenges.

Camp Maple Leaf is a registered charity (870125150RR0001). Through the generous support of our donors we are able to provide subsidies to ensure children who share similar life challenges are able to experience the friendships, fun and support from our special camp regardless of their families’ financial situation.

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON LINE AT
www.campmapleleaf.net

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE “CAMP MAPLE LEAF”
for a Birdseye look into our summer fun through photos and videos.

THE CAMP MAPLE LEAF TEAM WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU...                    
WE CAN BE REACHED AT:

e-mail info@campmapleleaf.net

OFFICE CONTACT (YEAR ROUND)
132 Reynolds Street Oakville, Ontario L6J 3K5

Phone 905-338-5200
Fax 905-338-3039

ISLAND CONTACT (SUMMER)
378 Fothergill Road, Ennismore, Ontario K0L 1T0

Phone 705-657-2222
Fax 705-657-2222

Mike Trauner, Canadian Forces veteran and double gold winning Invictus Games athlete volunteered his time to meet with campers.



It’s a pleasure to be able to provide you with our 2018 
Summer Camp Report for Camp Maple Leaf. There’s been 

great progress made at the Camp since it ‘s acquisition 
by the Camp Tanamakoon Charitable Foundation in the 

fall of 2015 and, without question, this has been our best 

summer to date.  Over the past year, at times with help from 

a literal “army of volunteers,” we’ve made great progress 

in not only refurbishing, but adding significantly to the 

facilities of the Camp.  We have a small, experienced, senior 

management team who recruited and developed a core group 

of counselors and program specialists whose skills, creativity 

and enthusiasm have improved the quality of our program 

each year.  And for each of the past three years I can report 

that Camp Maple Leaf has grown, not only in quality and 

size, but in the variety of programs we have to offer.

This summer, with the addition of a new session for children 

with Tourette syndrome, we had a total of 619 campers 

between the ages of 7 and 16 at Camp – an increase of 47% 

over last year. This number includes a group of campers 

between the ages of 14 and 17 who participated in our new 

Leadership Development Program. And this summer in the 

five sessions dedicated to children from Canada’s military 

families we had a total of 380 campers register. That’s an 

additional 106 children over last year – an increase of 38%. 

However, despite this growth we are committed to keeping 

a small camp culture at Camp Maple Leaf and for next year 

will maintain a maximum of 80 campers for each session.

As well as a introducing a session exclusively for children 

with Tourette syndrome, this summer we were able to 

establish a special session called Kids of Heroes. Working 

with specialists from the Military Family Resource Centre 

in Petawawa our Camp staff developed this one week 
program for children of families dealing with PTSD. The 

program - never offered before – had 66 participants 
and was a tremendous success. Our hope is that by next 

summer we will have been able to get the word about 
this program to a larger audience of veteran’s and first 

responder’s families across the country – including police, 

fire fighters and paramedics.

Everything we do at 
Camp Maple Leaf is 
made possible through 
the generosity of our 
donors, and partners.  
This summer, thanks 
to a contribution from 
the Toronto Maple Leaf 
Alumni, campers were 
able to take advantage 
of our new baseball diamond and what made the experience 

even more exciting was the introduction of the Rookie 

League program, courtesy of the Jays Care Foundation 

which, for the first time this year, provided our staff with 

training, equipment and innovative programming ideas for 

the enjoyment of our campers. Continued support from the 

Cowan Foundation allowed us this summer to construct two 

authentic birch bark wigwams on one of our island campsites 

to further compliment the First Nations program activities 

we introduced at Camp last summer. Our partnership with 

Military Family Services provided sponsorship this year for 

228 campers through Support Our Troops. 

We extend sincere thanks to each of the individual and 

corporate donors, the many branches of the Royal Canadian 

Legion and our Founding Partners for the tremendous 

support provided this year. I hope that the readers of this 

Report will take a moment to review the list of our donors 

included with this report  and on our web site.

Our management team has already begun preparation for 

next summer’s camp program and as we do I want to thank 

all of the staff and volunteers who have contributed their 

energy, skills, patience and enthusiasm over the past summer 

season. You’ve not only helped make Camp Maple Leaf the 

success that it is but you’ve helped make the summer of 2018 

unforgettable for our campers.

Kim Smith 
(Camp name – Barbosa)
Executive Director

This has been an exceptional summer at Camp Maple Leaf. 
Even before our official Camp program started in July, we 
hosted two unforgettable family-camp weekends for families 
from the military and first responder communities who 
are dealing with the challenges of PTSD. Each family was 
assigned their own dedicated counsellor (renamed their 
“Island Guide”)  and we offered activities for all ages from 
infants (edible body painting) to adults (salsa lessons under 
the stars)!  Everyone agreed – Camp Maple Leaf can be a life 
changing experience for campers of all ages. 

On July 1st, our first group of campers arrived at Camp 
for what has proven to be a very busy, hot and wonderfully 
exciting summer.  One of our goals this year has been to 
build on our experience and success over the past two 
summers and we feel that we’ve been able to do that – and 
then some! As in past years, the first five sessions of camp 
were designated specifically for children from Canada’s 
military families and this year we intro-duced a special 
program in Session #3 called Kids of Heroes. Working with 
a team of mental health specialists who joined us from the 
Military Family Resource Centres in Petawawa, Kingston 
and North Bay, our staff tailored a program specifically 
for children dealing with the unique challenges they face 
living with a parent who is dealing with an Operational 
Stress Injury.  The focus was on having fun – but with a few 
additional special elements. We introduced horses to this 
session’s program activities and with guidance from the staff 
of Dreamwinds Equine Assisted Learning Centre, campers 
learned about alternative coping and communication skills.  
An innovative new craft program which centered on campers 
designing and creating drums led to new opportunities for 
self expression. The response from campers – fantastic!
Session #9 this summer welcomed campers from Tourette 
Canada to “Camp sTIC Together” – and that they did! We 
announced to campers on opening day that they should feel 
free to “Tic away”. After just 6 days and 5 nights at Camp 
these kids went home stronger, prouder and happier from 
their time together.

 A foundational strength of Camp Maple Leaf is it’s staff 
and we’re fortunate to have so many staff who grew up as  
CML campers and now return each year as counsellors and 
program specialists. We not only benefit from the experience 

and skill that they contribute 
but from the empathy that 
comes from growing up 
themselves in a military 
family and having had the 
same experiences as many 
of our campers. Our newly 
introduced Leadership 
Development Program is 
designed to build on this 
strength. A two week program is made available to campers 
at an introductory level when they come to Camp as 14 
and 15 year-olds. Then at age 16 they are able  to return as a 
Counsellors-in-Training to participate in an intensive four 
week program of team building, skill development and group 
work. The program has been very well received and we hope 
it will be a source of high quality camp leadership for years 
to come.

Another addition to our 2018 Camp program has come about 
thanks to our new partnership with the Jays Care Foundation, 
the charitable wing of the Toronto Blue Jays organization. 
We’ve incorporated into the Camp program the very best 
elements of the Jay’s Care Rookie League model using baseball 
as a tool to help kids develop a love of sports and build self-
esteem by learning new skills in fun and creative ways. Our 
Jays Care partner-ship has provided our staff with innovative 
training opportunities and given CML everything it needs to 
offer campers a great new learning experience.

So as I said at the outset, it’s been a truly exceptional summer 
at Camp Maple Leaf. My thanks to all of our tremendous 
staff – our counsellors and program specialists. Thanks to the 
incredible resource teams who helped us offer our Kids of 
Heroes program – to our amazing Camp Registrar, Michelle 
Robinson – our fantastic kitchen staff from Black Maple 
Catering and our awesome facilities maintenance team who 
keep the whole camp operating.

Special thanks to all of our campers who made the summer 
of 2018 so remarkable! We look forward to seeing you back 
at Camp next summer.

April Young (Camp name – Calypso)
Camp Director
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Mission Statement
At Camp Maple Leaf our mission is to provide 
children of Canadian military families and 
children living with unique life challenges 
a safe, fun filled and life changing summer 

camp experience.


