
Camp Maple Leaf is a not-for-profit sleepover camp for children of
Canadian military families and children who share similar life challenges.



When you’re building something meant to last you start by 

constructing a rock-solid foundation. In looking back at the 

tremendous accomplishments and highlights of this past summer 

for this 2019 Camp Report, it’s clear to me that the previous four 

years at Camp Maple Leaf have been all about developing those 

foundational pillars that support a great summer camp; this year, 

however, our team was focused on fine tuning all the elements that 

make a summer camp experience at Camp Maple Leaf so special. 

Our programming for the most part remained pretty much 

unchanged from last year, and that speaks volumes about the 

quality of programs we’re running at Camp Maple Leaf. One of the 

things that attracts campers back is the fact they liked what they 

did, and they want to do it again. We have a programming format 

that works so well that kids are coming back for a third or fourth 

year. Little changes like introducing a large voyageur canoe for 

the canoe program and getting the diamond in better shape for 

baseball only enhanced our existing programming. In total this 

past summer we offered 615 boys and girls an incredible camp 

experience, including 419 children from military families and an 

additional196 children who face other life challenges. 

Much of our success can be attributed to the increasing support we 

have received from our partners. Support from the True Patriot Love 

Foundation funded a good portion of our leadership programs; an 

increase in the number of grants from Support Our Troops meant 

more children of military families attended camp. Our baseball 

program was improved thanks to the ongoing commitment of the 

Jays Care Foundation, while the Harold E Ballard Foundation provided 

the funding our new voyageur canoe. The Kinsmen Club of Kingston 

continue to provide funding for more than 60 under-resourced 

children from their community to spend a week at Camp Maple 

Leaf. We also appreciate the support from The Sudbury-Manitoulin 

Children’s Foundation who send more than 20 children from their 

area each summer. From Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare Service 

to the Kinsmen Club of Kingston, Toronto Maple Leaf Alumni, Maple 

Leaf Sports and Entertainment, Mystique Event Marketing and 

Lodestar Security Solutions, our partners continue to demonstrate an 

unwavering commitment to our facility and programs. 

Another real blessing this year has been the way that Royal 

Canadian Legions across Ontario have stepped up in their support 

of the Camp. The generous contributions that the Legions provide 

support the participation of children 

from our Veteran’s families from 

communities throughout the province.

When it comes to hands-on support, 

we are eternally grateful for the ongoing 

volunteer efforts of Canadian military 

personnel who come to the Camp each 

Spring and Fall to help us with a long list 

of camp improvements. From tuning our 

equipment, ensuring our tractors, golf 

carts and outboard motors are running smoothly, to tree trimming, 

shrub removal and even pulling our cargo barge out of the water for 

repainting - their contributions to the Camp are invaluable.  

Other enhancements to our activities at the camp this year included 

our first employee engagement day as well as a growing number of 

adult/family programs hosted in June and September. We had over 

40 enthusiastic employees from Johnson and Johnson come out 

to assist us in building a new gaga ball court, re-staining our deck 

and completing the interior of our Reach for the Rainbow building, 

while our four family weekend programs hosted close to 50 families 

and helped broaden our ability to deliver on our camp mission. As 

always, the leadership team at Camp Maple Leaf continued to raise 

the bar on both their commitment to the cause and the delivery 

of their camp objectives. The same can be said for our new food 

services team at Red Fox Catering, whose tremendous meals and 

pastry treats were a highlight of this year’s camp. 

As for next year, we’re already in planning mode. We hope to 

continue to grow our capacity and increase the number of children 

from military families who can attend camp. We’ve received 

fabulous feedback from parents from all our diverse groups of 

campers, and glowing testimonials from both kids and adults 

thrilled with their experience. We’ve still got more fine tuning to do, 

but I’m certain that with the team we have in place, the foundation 

we’ve built will continue to ensure many more successful summers 

at Camp Maple Leaf.

Kim Smith 
(Camp name – Barbosa)

Executive Director

At Camp Maple Leaf our mission is to provide children of Canadian military families and children living with unique life challenges a safe, fun-filled and life changing summer camp experience.



It would be easy to string together a grocery list of all the great 
things that happened at Camp Maple Leaf this summer, because 
a lot of great things happen here every year. For the purpose of 
this year’s Camp Report, however, I think it’s vitally important to 
emphasize to anyone reading this exactly what happens here from 
May until September. There’s only one word I can use to describe it, 
and that word is “magic.”

 To understand how truly magical and transformative this camp 
can be – for campers, for families and for the staff who make it all 
happen – you have to experience it. You have to see kids barely out 
of high school, committing their summer, working to help children 
living with all manner of life challenges enjoy the greatest week of 
their lives. You have to see medical professionals like Houston (Hon. 
Colonel Lee-Anne Quinn) volunteering her time in the most selfless 
ways. You have to marvel at the inspirational ways military heroes 
such as Megatron (Michael Trauner) teach our campers that being 
different can be great! He told our campers that rather than telling 
people they can do anything, they should show them! With hard 
work and determination anything is possible! He may have lost his 
legs in Afghanistan but he did not lose his drive to make a huge 
difference in the world. And most of all, you have to witness the 
sheer joy on the faces of young campers who finally feel like they 
belong somewhere, thanks in part to the new friendships they have 
developed with other kids who understand what they’re going 
through. These aren’t just moments that happen at camp – they’re 
the reason this camp exists.

As someone lucky enough to see that magic happen every year, 
I can tell you that this summer was truly special. I think over the 
course of the last four years we’ve been growing into who we are as 
a camp, with each individual camp program evolving into its own 
unique entity. This summer it felt like each group coming to Camp 
was already a family when we opened for the 2019 season. Each 
and every program ran extremely smoothly across the board.

One of the newest offerings for 2019 was the family programs 
hosted in May and June. The first two were designed specifically 
for military and first responder families living with a parent who 
has PTSD. We also hosted a camp for families aligned with the Little 
People of Ontario, and a fourth camp called Emily’s House Evermore 
for families who’s child has died. Through all four programs the 
bonds of new friendships formed was a exceptional expression of 
peer support that we were all humbled and honoured to be a part 
of. I’m proud of our entire team for the role they played in working 
with our partners to provide such wonderful programs.

One of the most significant 
additions to our team this year was 
establishing the role of volunteer 
coordinator, a staff member 
responsible for coordinating the 
ever-growing number of people 
who approach Camp Maple Leaf to 
volunteer their time. These are often 
former staff, former counsellors or 
even former campers who hold 
their Camp Maple Leaf experience 
so close to their hearts that they feel 
compelled to give back. 

In truth, everyone who experiences a summer camp program 
at Camp Maple Leaf winds up becoming an ambassador for our 
mission – even Dorothy, our cotton candy machine! With our new 
“Project Dorothy” initiative, our cotton candy machine is being used 
by campers, staff and volunteers as a travelling ambassador and 
fundraiser for Camp Maple Leaf. It’s a pretty sweet way to spread 
awareness of CML and to promote the opportunity to attend a 
summer camp program. 

As for next year, I look forward to seeing the continued growth of 
our spring and fall programming in the hopes of utilizing every 
inch of this island to its maximum capacity. Our goal is to create as 
much fun and friendship as possible so kids and families will always 
know the magic that is Camp Maple Leaf. Thanks to all our staff and 
volunteers for another amazing year!

April Young 
(Camp name – Calypso)
Camp Director



Through the generous support of our donors we are able to provide subsidies to ensure children who share similar life challenges are able to experience the friendships, fun and support from our special camp regardless of their families’ financial situation.
Camp Maple Leaf is a registered charity (870125150RR0001)

www.campmapleleaf.net

for a birds-eye look into our summer fun through photos and videos.
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